
To complete the ‘In the Footsteps of our Forces’ 
challenge, we want you to complete either a 5, 10 
or 25 km walking challenge.

Route planning

As with any military operation planning is one of the most 
important steps. When you are thinking about what routes 
you want to take and how far you want to go also think 
about what you would like to see on your walk and which 
historical landmarks you want to visit. 

There are many ways to discover the military history in your area. You can search for local 
memorials and statues and plan a route from them. Consider starting or ending your walk at 
one of the Armed Forces Museums and also think about which CWGC cemeteries and 
memorials you might visit. 

Don’t forget to tag us in your pictures and social posts #FootstepsOfOurForces

https://www.cwgc.org/our-work/news/download-our-new-and-improved-cwgc-app/
https://www.cwgc.org/our-work/news/download-our-new-and-improved-cwgc-app/
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/in-the-footsteps-of-our-forces/


Pompey Promenade
Portsmouth is the perfect place to complete your ‘In the Footsteps’ challenge.  Start at 
The Historic Dockyard. See HMS Victory and spot some of the navy’s current fleet 
moored nearby. 

Why not National Museum of the Royal Navy as part of your walk? Make sure you 
book yourself an admission ticket first, just click here

A walk along the sea front will take you to the Portsmouth 
Naval Memorial. On the way, why not visit the Cathedral. 
Head on to explore the Tudor fortifications including the 
Square and Round towers and the Royal Garrison 
Church. Make sure you visit the statue of Nelson. 

Away from the sea, discover CWGC war graves in Highland 
Road, Milton and Kingston Cemeteries. 

Setting off from The National 
Museums of the Royal Navy

#FootstepsOfOurForces

One of the three great naval memorials
built by the CWGC which commemorate
the missing of the Royal Navy from the
world wars. Here are named over 24,000
service personnel who have no grave but
the sea.

The names of the First World War missing
can be found around the base of the
obelisk, while the Second World War
names are on the memorial wall beneath.
The names on both parts of the memorial
are arranged by year of death, rank and
then alphabetically by surname.

Portsmouth Naval Memorial 

On the other side of the harbour, why not start 
your walk at the Royal Navy Submarine Museum.

From there, you could walk the seven kilometres to 
the Lee on Solent Fleet Air Arm Memorial. The 
Lee-on-Solent Memorial bears the names of over 
1,900 servicemen and one woman of the Royal 
Navy’s Fleet Air Arm who have no known grave.

Gosport Ramble

https://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/tickets-and-offers
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/


Many of the landmarks of Hartlepool are to be found clustered within the historic 
Headland area. 

Four kilometres away from the Museum is the ‘only First World War battlefield in the 
UK’ - the Heugh Gun Battery, where you can discover the story of the Bombardment 
of the Hartlepools. In December 1914, the guns of the battery were engaged in ship-to-
shore combat with the German navy.  

Less than five km from the Museum is Stranton Cemetery were you can visit the war 
grave of Private Theophilius Jones, who was killed in the bombardment. 

Hartlepool Hike

In the parish churchyard in Yeovilton, you 
will find 16 CWGC war graves, many of 

them relating to those who served at HMS 
Heron during the Second World War. 

Discover more via the CWGC App. 

Fleet Air Arm Amble

CWGC highlights include…

Across the country, the CWGC have a 
number of cemeteries and memorials with 

strong connections to those who died 
serving with naval forces in the world 

wars. 

Standing proud over the Mersey, the Liverpool 
Naval Memorial commemorates over 1,400 men of 
the Merchant Navy who died serving with the Royal 
Navy during the Second World War and who have 
no grave but the sea.

Liverpool Naval Memorial 

Lyness (Royal Naval) Cemetery 

Scapa Flow was a Royal Naval base during both the 
First and Second World Wars. Sailors began burying 
their shipmates at Lyness in 1915 and the cemetery 
remained in use until 1946.

Don’t forget to tag us in your pictures and 
social posts #FootstepsOfOurForces

https://www.nmrn.org.uk/


Don’t forget to fill your backpack with supplies 
like food, water and maybe some sunscreen. 
Hopefully it won’t be as heavy as the kit 
carried by soldiers of the late 18th century in 
knapsacks like this one. It would often hold 60 
pounds of weight. 

London is home to many statues, monuments and memorials to the Armed Forces. 

We have highlighted areas where you can find numerous sights relating to the 
Armed Forces grouped together for you to add to your route. 

For each area, there’s a recommended starting point and a list of the nearby sights. 
Walks around these hubs range in distance, with the shortest ones listed first.

The Whitehall Walk 
Starting from the Royal Tank Regiment memorial, see monuments 
dedicated to some of the leading figures of the Second World War 
including William Slim, Alan Brooke and Bernard Montgomery.

The Whitehall hub also holds memorials for those who served in the 
Gulf, Iraq and Afghanistan wars; for the Gurkha forces and for 
veterans of the Korean War.

A walk through this London hub would not be complete without paying 
respect at both the memorial of those who took part in the Battle of 
Britain as well as the historic Cenotaph which acts as a constant 
reminder of those who will not grow old.

Memorial March 
Start at Wellington Arch. From here you can visit monuments that 
commemorate the contribution of soldiers from across the globe who 
have served in the British Army. 

Memorials to the Australian, New Zealand and Canadian forces 
offer a stoic reminder that Britain has long been supported by its 
allies. Nearby, you can also see memorials to groups such as the 
Machine Gun Corps, Royal Artillery and Bomber Command. 

Setting off from the 
National Army Museum

#FootstepsOfOurForces



Westminster trail 
Westminster Abbey is the perfect place to start a tour of this 
area’s many impressive sights. The Abbey itself is the home of 
the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior. Outside, you can see the 
famous statue of Oliver Cromwell, one of the leading figures in 
the history of the New Model Army. 

Nearby is the Crimean and Indian Mutiny memorial created 
as a reminder of those lost in the conflicts. The area is also 
home to a blue plaque dedicated to Lawrence of Arabia, one 
of the most famous British officers in our Army’s history

Chelsea stroll
Start at Wellington Barracks, home of the famous Guards 
regiments – some of the most recognisable units of the 
British Army. Head into Chelsea and begin your exploration.

See the memorial to the Rifle Brigade as well as a memorial 
dedicated to the people of Chelsea who died during the First 
World War. 

If you want to learn more about the Army’s long history, walk 
to Royal Hospital Road and see the stunning Royal Hospital 
Chelsea, home of the Chelsea Pensioners. Next door is the 
National Army Museum, the perfect place to learn about 
the lives of soldiers and how the British Army has changed 
over the centuries. 

After a strong brew in the Museum’s cookhouse, why not 
head to Brompton Cemetery and see the Brigade of Guards 
Monument, as well as discovering more than 380 CWGC war 
graves.

CWGC highlights include…
Wandsworth (Earlsfield) Cemetery 
The final resting place of close to 600 servicemen 
and women of both world wars. 

Over half of those buried in the cemetery are now 
named on screen walls as their graves cannot be 
individually marked.

Don’t forget to tag us in your pictures and social posts #FootstepsOfOurForces

https://www.cwgc.org/our-war-graves-your-history/explore-great-britain/london/wandsworth-earlsfield-cemetery/
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/2040195/BROMPTON%20CEMETERY/


Setting off from the 
Royal Air Force Museums

#FootstepsOfOurForces

Why not visit the RAF Museum as part of your walk? 

Make sure you book yourself an admission ticket first, just click here. Why not try 
out one of our trails you can use on your visit…

Barnet bimble
We have highlighted a few memorials near the RAF Museum, London that you can visit. 
Check out the Hendon War Memorial. This memorial built in 1922 commemorates 
those that had fought in both the First World War and Second World War. 

Why not visit the The Golders Green War Memorial. This memorial takes the form of 
a clock tower unveiled in 1923. Dedicated to servicemen from Golders Green and 
Hampstead who were killed in both World Wars, or the Totteridge War Memorial. 
Built in 1922, this memorial is dedicated to the lives lost during both World Wars. 

You will also find war graves in many of the local churchyards and cemeteries. Use the 
CWGC App to find them!

Polish Memorial Walk
For this memorial we recommend starting at 
the Polish Memorial in Ruislip, West London.

Unveiled in 1948, this memorial 
commemorates the Polish squadrons of the 

RAF during the Second World War. 

The nearby RAF Northolt and the seven 
Polish-manned fighter squadrons that were 

based at the station throughout the war
offer a stoic reminder of the importance of 
support provided to Britain from its allies. 

Venture further north and you can also see 
the Ruislip War memorial remembering 

those in the Ruislip area who had lost their 
lives during the First World War.  

Don’t forget to tag us in your pictures and social posts #FootstepsOfOurForces

https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/
https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/event-tickets/28387?catID=27839&
https://rafm.guide/London
https://www.cwgc.org/who-we-are/our-apps/


Across the country, the CWGC have a number of 
cemeteries and memorials with strong connections 
to those who died serving with the Air Forces in the 

world wars. Why not explore the area around the Air 
Forces Memorial at Runnymede? 

CWGC highlights include…

Some suggestions for those closer to the RAF Museum, Cosford. After a visit to the 
museum, why not head out to the following locations to get some kilometres in! 

Cannock Chase
Not shy of 25km from the RAF Museum, 
Cosford, Cannock Chase is a lovely 
heathland area that you can walk around 
amongst the nature. A perfect 
environment for reflection; Cannock 
Chase offers three locations to explore –a 
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery, a 
German War Graves Cemetery and the 
Katyn Memorial (all within a 5km walk 
radius). With each site remembering the 
lives of Germans, Polish, British and other 
nations lost at war; it shows the heavy 
price of war.

Derwent Reservoir, 
Derbyshire

Located in the Upper Derwent Valley, 
Derwent Reservoir was used by the crews of 

617 Squadron to practise the low level flights 
needed for Operation Chastise, also known 

as the Dambusters Raid. Walk along the 
scenic reservoir to the dam and you will be 

able to find a commemorative plaque in 
memory of the squadron. 

You will also be able to find out more history 
of the squadron by visiting the Derwent 

Valley Museum, located in one of the towers 
on the dam houses.

Just after the outbreak of the Second World War, two 
large areas were set aside in the newly established 

Blacon Cemetery in Chester.

By the war's end more than 450 service personnel had 
been laid to rest here.

Chester (Blacon) Cemetery

https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/
https://www.cwgc.org/our-war-graves-your-history/explore-great-britain/south-region/runnymede-memorial/
https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/branches?
https://www.cwgc.org/our-war-graves-your-history/explore-great-britain/west-central-region/cannock-chase-war-cemetery/


Every person who enters will be sent a 
one-of-a-kind medal to commemorate 
your achievement, which will be posted 
out to you after the event has ended.

The money from your entry will go 
towards the three museums, and the 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Foundation, which are all registered 
charities. All four charities preserve the 
history of the Armed Forces and inspire 
with stories of sacrifice and courage. 
Your support will help us continue to 
tell the stories of those who served and 
are still serving in the Armed Forces.

Entry to the Virtual Walk is £18.00* per person and all proceeds will go towards the 
RAF Museum, National Museum of the Royal Navy, National Army Museum and the 
Commonwealth War Graves Foundation, all of which are registered charities.

We are offering discounted entry of £15.00* for our Armed Forces Community 
(including Veterans, cadets and serving personnel).

If you enter with 5 or more friends or family members then you will be eligible for a 
10% discount on tickets. If you are a group of 10 or more then a 15% discount will 
apply. Tickets must be purchased at once, and they will be emailed to one 
address.

*includes the booking fee.

Book your Tickets

https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/in-the-footsteps-of-our-forces/
https://jointoperations.digitickets.co.uk/tickets


There is no age limit for those taking part, but we advise all children are accompanied by an 
adult.

How does the virtual walk work?
In five easy steps this is how you complete your virtual walk:

1. Purchase your entry (and a t-shirt if you like)

2. Download our distance log, or be ready with a route tracking app

3. Plan your route

4. Get marching!

5. Submit your distance

Tracking your distance
Once you have purchased your ticket and completed your distance, all you need to do is 
submit proof of your walk through our submission portal.

We accept screenshots or images of your distance tracker device or app as proof of walk. 
Alternatively, please download the distance log to record your walk(s).

You will receive further details and a link to the portal a few days before the event.

You will need to submit your distance log by Friday 23 July at the very latest, but please note 
late submission will result in medal delays.

Fundraising
Your entry is an amazing message of support for us, and enables us to continue sharing the 
stories of our Armed Forces. But if you would like to support the Museums and 
Commonwealth War Graves Foundation with an additional donation you will be able to do so 
when you purchase your ticket. There is an option to add a donation amount of £5.00, £10.00 
or £15.00 as part of the entry process.

All income from tickets and donations will be split equally between the four organisations.

Taking part safely
Please always take your own health and the health of others into consideration. We would ask 
you to follow current advice from Public Health England and the Government about 
preventing the spread of Covid-19 before starting your walk.

Here are our top tips for marching in the right direction:

• Make sure you’ve packed supplies suitable for the weather

• Take a bottle of water with you

• Phone is fully charged

• Footwear is suitable for the terrain you will be marching over
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